
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Symphony West 
 
  
Your Project Title: Espana Soleado (Sunny Spain) / In Nature's Realm 

Your Project Summary: Symphony West will perform compositions at the advanced orchestral level drawn 

from multiple regions of Spain, including a 2016 symphonic fantasy with complex, exciting rhythms. We will 

engage a Cleveland piano soloist to perform Nights in the Gardens of Spain. The In Nature's Realm concert 

includes The Moldau, The Hebrides, Haydn's Bear Symphony, La Gazza Ladra (The Thieving Magpie), 

Swan Lake, The Bronze Horse, and Dvorak's masterwork In Nature's Realm. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Michelle Currica 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Ashe Helm-Hernández 

(Atlanta, GA) 

Ashley Hosseini 

(Bloomington, IN) 

Miah Michaelson 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Francisco Ollervides 

(Caledonia, OH) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The applicant meets the funding criteria. The applicant’s proposal reflects a thoughtful approach 

to engage the community through classical music performed by world class musical professionals. The 

proposal states that the project event is free entry to children and affordable to seniors and adults. The 

project demonstrates public benefit. Support materials provide evidence of organizational capacity to carry 

out the project. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: Artistic and Cultural Vibrancy - The application demonstrates evidence of artistic and cultural 

vibrancy. The applicant provides evidence of careful consideration of the repertoire selected; however, I 

would have liked to have seen more information about how this repertoire supports growth of the applicant. 

Organizational Capacity - The application demonstrates strong evidence of organizational capacity; this 

applicant has been doing this work for some time and demonstrates the ability to do this project 

successfully. Public Benefit - The application demonstrates some evidence of public benefit; however, I 

would have liked to have seen evidence that the applicant engages its community directly in the selection 

of repertoire - doesn't appear to be much direct engagement. 

 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: This application did not show me a compelling understanding of community served, nor 

compelling evidence of the public benefit of the project. The posturing of the organization and the project 

itself feels very one-sided: we find this music important so we want to present it. I did not see evidence of 

community engagement and responsiveness to community wants/needs in this application. Surely the arts 

and cultural vibrancy will be satisfied by the qualified arts/cultural professionals retained for the project and 

the potential for inspiration for those who attend. Accessibility is in question to me as it says the event will 

be ticketed but price not listed. Organizational capacity – the project plan seems relatively straightforward 

but the financial piece is more vague. I trust the organization has the capacity to plan and implement this 

project. But I do not see a compelling public benefit of the project in this application. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: It is the opinion of this reviewer that Symphony West meets the funding criteria through their 

proposal Espana Soleado. They especially show the public benefit of this project as it meaningfully engages 

the community. They demonstrate that they understand, work with, and respond to their community. They 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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have a very long knowledge of their community to drive their work. They have built meaningful relationships 

with residents and community partners such as Cleveland Metroparks. They will have a fee for the event 

making it harder to be all accessible and inviting to their community and general public. They seem to have 

an engaged and diverse board a few dedicated staff, and core group of volunteers. They have a definite 

set of project goals. Attendance (new and re occurring), satisfaction and increased membership, support 

and donations will be ways to measure progress. Their budget is realistic and appropriate for the project. 

The match requirement is clearly demonstrated from ticket sales, in kind donations and corporate 

donations. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this proposal meets the funding criteria. Public Benefit: It was not clear from the narrative 

specifically who the applicant sees as its community though it was mentioned in the organizational history 

that the orchestra was inter-generational and multi-cultural. Which immigrant countries or cultures have 

previous and current membership in the orchestra? Does the organization invite members from or beyond 

German immigrants? Although the performances are not free the organization made a reasonable case for 

why they would charge but did not mention the actual price of tickets, described as comparable to peer 

organizations and similar local events. Are ticket prices affordable for the applicant's community? Artistic & 

Cultural Vibrancy: While the piano soloist for the project has yet to be selected Symphony West engages a 

diverse team of musical leadership, orchestra members and previous soloists to provide high quality 

performances. Organizational Capacity: Good to extend invitations to Cleveland Metroparks! That could 

become a future partnership opportunity. In the proposal the organization's total budget (expenses) is the 

same amount as the project's total expenses $11,175.00. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 
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